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Buying in Bulk / for your School?

Click here to know more about our bulk shipping rates.
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Buying from SAARC nations?

Click here to know more about our special offers for SAARC nations.

Need something Custom built?

Want something custom built for your kids or school? We are here to help. Let us know.
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Spindle box exercise in Montessori mathematics consists of a 2 wooden boxes with with 5
compartments each where at the back of each compartment, the symbols 0 to 9 are painted in
black. This set also consists a container with 45 spindles and a container with 8 ribbons or elastic/
rubber bands. In this activity, the concrete materials is associated with abstract symbols and by
working with this activity, the child gets a clear perception of relationship between quantities and
symbols.

Product Description

To help the child understand that the spindles clarify the idea that the symbols represent a certain●

quantity of separate objects.
To introduce the child to the concept of zero and its symbol.●

To reinforce the natural sequence of the numerals for the child's understanding.●

To reinforce the idea that there are no other symbols other than symbols from 0 to 9.●

To show the child concept of gradation and sequencing of numbers.●

To help the child associate the corresponding quantities with the numerals.●

Purpose

Demonstrate the exercise by bringing the complete spindle box set and placing it on the mat.●

Invite the children to sit around you as you begin to demonstrate the exercise.●

Introduce the exercise to the children and tell them that the exercise's is called spindle box●

exercise.

Exercise



Begin the exercise by pointing out and showing them the numbers printed on the compartments.●

Tell them that each number on the compartment is meant for you to put that many spindles in the●

compartments.
Start by pointing out the number 1 and have the child read it out.●

As the child says it correctly, tell the child to pick up one spindle from the box and put that one●

spindle in the compartment 1.
Similarly, continue to the number 2. Tell the child to read out the number you are pointing at.●

Put two spindles in the number 2 compartment and proceed further in the sequence.●

Continue the exercise until you complete all the 9 compartments.●

Now, proceed to ask the children what goes in there, pointing out to the compartment with 0 on it.●

Tell the children that this is called zero and that nothing goes in the compartment and emphasize●

on the concept of null set during your information to the children.
Now, tell the children to take out the two spindles from compartment 2 and tie them with a ribbon●

or a rubber band and place them back in the compartment.
Similarly, ask the child to do the activity with other numbered compartments as well.●

As all the compartments are finished and the spindles in the compartments tied, proceed to the●

next activity, which is to take out the spindles and placing them back in the container.
Start with compartment 1 by picking up the spindle and place it in the container.●

Similarly, proceed to the compartment 2. Pick up the two spindles, remove the ribbon/ rubber●

band and place the two spindles back in the container.
Tell the children they must have to follow this step of removing the ribbon/ rubber band and then●

placing the spindles in the container.
Make sure that all the spindles are back in the container and tell the children to make sure that●

the compartments are empty.
Tell the children to close the boxes and place them back in the shelf or wherever they are kept.●

This activity is a reinforcement of the previous activity i.e number rods and cards. The child should
have mastered number rods and cards to work with this activity. If the child is not able to associate
the symbols to the spindles that means the child has not understood the concept. It is
recommended to go back to the previous activity in such a case.

Cards and counters is the activity which reinforces on spindle box.

Related Exercises

Store in dry and room temperature.●

Do not expose to direct sunlight.●

Spindles should be 45 in numbers which acts as the control of error.●

The 2 compartments and the spindles should be displayed as a set.●

Product Maintenance

Sustainable Wood

Why to buy from us?



All our products are made from sustainable wood.

Handcrafted

All our products are handcrafted by our talented artisans.

Non-Toxic Paint

Safety of kids using our products is our top priority thus we only use non-toxic paint.

Made In India

All our products are made in India by talented Indian craftsman.

EN71 and ASTM F963 Certified

All our products comply EN71 and ASTM F963 standards.

Turn Key Solutions

We offer turn key solutions to meed various needs of schools.
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